How to Read
Consumer Buying Power (CBP)
The Consumer Buying Power reports can be used as way to understand the potential expenditure of consumer units (a combined count of households and college/university dormitory population) in a
particular market. CBP provides geography-based estimates of potential annual consumer spending. The data allow users to identify the potential demand for a wide variety of products and services by
geographic area, regardless of where consumers make their purchases. There are separate Consumer Buying Power reports for multiple categories/category groupings that overall include more than 700
expenditure categories and over 100 retail store types.

In the box to the left, the
aggregate (total) expenditure
estimate for 2019 for the
Entertainment summary line is
$107B in Albany, NY. Looking
at Entertainment as a
percentage of all
expenditures, people in
Albany spend 4.98% of their
total expenditures on it. The
expenditure estimate for
2024 is $119B, while the
percentage remains 4.98%. In
Albany, $2,159 per consumer
unit is estimated to be spent
on Entertainment in 2019 and
$2,376 in 2024. This
represents a compound
annual growth rate of 2.19%.
The 2019 Market index of 60
indicates that the spending in
this category is 40% lower
compared to the benchmark
of the United States.
2019 Aggregate Expenditure Estimate Estimated total dollars spent on the line item by consumer units found in the trade area in 2019, regardless of where the dollars were spent.

% Percentage of the total dollars in the trade area for that category in 2019
2024 Aggregate Expenditure Estimate Estimated total dollars spent on the line item by consumer units found in the trade area in 2024, regardless of where the dollars were spent.
% Percentage of the total dollars in the trade area for that category in 2024
2019 Annual Avg per Consumer Unit Average dollars spent per consumer unit in the trade area in 2019
2024 Annual Avg per Consumer Unit Average dollars spent per consumer unit in the trade area in 2024
Compound Annual Growth Rate (%) The rate at which the demand is projected to grow if it were compounded over the next five years. Stated another way, it is a representation of the
growth, had the growth been at a steady rate every year, over the five year time period.
2019 Market Index A measure of how similar or different the trade area is from the base, in terms of dollars spent per Consumer Unit in 2019. (Calculation: 2019 Annual Avg per
Consumer Unit for the trade area ÷ 2019 Annual Avg per Consumer Unit for the base ×100) Note that the amount spent in the base is not shown in the report for each variable.
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