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Report Column Definitions 
 
Count: The number of households or the population in the trade area who exhibit that 
behaviour or attribute. 
%: (Count/Total Count * 100) The percentage of households or population in the trade 
area that exhibit that behaviour.  
Base Count: The number of households or populations in the benchmark who exhibit that 
behaviour or attribute. 
Base %: (Base Count/Base Total Count * 100 ) The percentage of households in the bench-
mark that exhibit that behaviour.  
% Pen: (Count/Base Count * 100) Of all households who exhibit that behaviour in the base 
area, % Pen is the proportion that are found in the trade area.  
Index: (% /Base % *100) Measures if the households in the trade area are more or less like-
ly to exhibit that behaviour when compared to the benchmark (average = 100).  

The standard tabular reports found in SPOTLIGHT provide counts and percentages (where applicable) for data variables.  Most are divided into a Summary section with one or more ad-
ditional sections of detailed data.  The Summary page typically provides totals for things like population or total households, while the detailed sections provide more specific variables 
and breakdowns.  This document uses the DemoStats—Census Plus Highlights report as the example, but all are similar. 
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Sample Analysis 
 
In this analysis, we will look at the trade area of Welland, ON, highlighting two rows of 
data from the Household Total Income Distribution (Current Year) category.  
 
In the trade area of Welland, ON, there are 1,154 households with an Household Total 
Income of $25,000 to $29,999. This count makes up 5.13% of the total households in 
Welland, ON. Compared to the benchmark of Canada, households are 34% more likely 
(Index = 134) to be in the Household Total Income group of $25,000-$29,999. 
 
In comparison to the Household Total Income group of $100,000 or over, this group is 
made up of 4,764 Households, or 21.18% of the total households in Welland, ON. 
Compared to the benchmark of Canada, Households in Welland Ontario are 35% less 
(Index = 65) likely to be in the Household Total Income group of $100,000 or over. 


